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‘The Brockley Way – Only My Best is Good Enough’

“When you talk, you are only repeating what you already know. But if you listen, you may learn something new.” Dalai Lama

Speaking and Listening
Intent
At Brockley Primary School, we know that our ability to express ourselves clearly and confidently can have a positive impact not only on our learning, but also on our social relationships. For any conversation, knowing when to speak – and when to listen – is essential. Throughout our curriculum, there is a strong emphasis on enabling children to use language to work together effectively. Research has shown the importance of the link between spoken language, learning and cognitive development (e.g. Mercer, Wegerif & Dawes, 1999; Mercer, Dawes, Wegerif & Sams, 2004). Through using language and hearing how others use it, children become able to describe the world, make sense of life's experiences and get things done. They learn to use language as a tool for thinking, collectively and alone. However, children will not learn how to make the best use of language as a tool for communicating and thinking without guidance from their teachers. Therefore, at Brockley, we actively teach the understanding and use of language and the skills of listening to understand.
Implementation
Approaches to teaching and learning encourage pupils to voice their ideas in small group and class discussions, as we recognise that sharing and explaining concepts with peers enhances learning. Staff model the use of higher-level vocabulary within their speech and expanding children’s vocabulary is a key focus from EYFS. Subject specific vocabulary is embedded across the curriculum, through teacher modelling, in context. Contextual learning helps children to understand new words and supports them in including them in their work.
 
Guided Reading sessions encourage pupils to explore unfamiliar vocabulary and expand their knowledge of words. Staff model correct grammar in speech and encourage children to reflect this in their use of spoken and written language. Children are encouraged to orally rehearse ideas for writing regularly.
 
Drama is used across the curriculum to explore and engage children in their learning. This gives children the chance to embed vocabulary in shared activities. This develops through the school from continuous provision and role-play in EYFS, topic specific role-play and group explorations and presentations in KS1 to more formal presentations in KS2. All classes use Philosophy for Children as a way of exploring the world around us, and this includes the skills of listening to others’ points of view, adding to that contribution and being able to influence others through talk. 

We understand the importance of parents and as the first teachers of language at home. We provide opportunities for parents to see their children’s development in speaking and listening through sharing their oral work on Seesaw, inviting them into school to hear presentations by the children and also through providing activities at home that encourage talk e.g. preparation for writing tasks, Power of Words activities and cross curricular opportunities to use new vocabulary. 
Impact
In a safe and encouraging environment, children develop into confident communicators who notice the goodness in each other by listening, speaking with kindness and empathy and explaining with clarity and confidence.  Children recognise that speaking and listening can lie at the heart of conveying character, and that through speaking and listening effectively, misunderstandings can be addressed and relationships enhanced. As a result, children are able to take on roles and responsibilities in the school to apply their speaking and listening skills, e.g. reading buddies, class representative on the school council and sports leaders.
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