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Job Description: Teaching Assistant (KS1 & KS2)
Job Purpose:
The Teaching Assistant will work with children in KS1 and KS2 who have special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), including autism, ADHD, and other barriers to learning. The role is designed to provide targeted emotional and social support, helping children manage their emotions, develop resilience, and access the curriculum effectively. The Teaching Assistant will work collaboratively with teachers, the SENCO, and other support staff to ensure children feel safe, supported, and empowered to engage in school life.
Key Responsibilities:
· Provide 1:1 and small group support to children with SEND, focusing on emotional regulation, social skills, and self-esteem building.
· Assist in the development and implementation of Individual Education Plans (IEPs) and behaviour management plans tailored to the needs of each child.
· Support pupils in navigating daily school routines, transitions, and changes to their environment to reduce anxiety and improve emotional well-being.
· Assist with classroom activities, adapting materials and resources to meet the specific needs of the children.
· Foster positive relationships with pupils, promoting trust and creating a safe space for them to express their feelings.
· Work closely with class teachers to adapt lessons and activities for children with learning barriers, including those with fine motor or communication difficulties.
· Encourage and support students in developing independence, social interaction, and communication skills, including the use of visual aids and communication systems like PECS or Makaton.
· Monitor and report on pupil progress, identifying areas for further intervention and providing feedback to the SENCO and teaching staff.
· Implement strategies to help children manage dysregulation and improve behaviour, including de-escalation techniques, mindfulness, and relaxation strategies.
· Collaborate with external professionals, including educational psychologists, speech and language therapists, and occupational therapists, to provide holistic support for pupils.
· Support students in developing practical skills, such as organization and task management, to improve their learning experience.
· Promote an inclusive and empathetic classroom environment where all children feel valued and supported.
Additional Responsibilities:
· Attend regular staff meetings and training sessions to ensure up-to-date knowledge of SEND practices and emotional support strategies.
· Contribute to whole-school initiatives aimed at supporting the emotional well-being of pupils.
· Maintain confidentiality and ensure safeguarding procedures are followed at all times.
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