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Person Specification: Teaching Assistant (KS1 & KS2)
Essential Criteria:
Qualifications & Experience:
· Relevant experience working with children with SEND, particularly autism, ADHD, and emotional or behavioural difficulties, in an educational setting.
· Experience providing emotional and social support to children who experience anxiety, dysregulation, or difficulties with transitions.
· Knowledge of SEND, including practical strategies for supporting children’s emotional well-being and promoting self-regulation.
Skills & Abilities:
· Ability to build positive and trusting relationships with children, providing a safe and secure environment for their emotional development.
· Strong communication skills, with the ability to work collaboratively with teaching staff, parents, and external professionals.
· Adaptability and creativity in differentiating lessons and activities to meet the diverse needs of children with learning barriers.
· Ability to manage challenging behaviour in a calm, patient, and professional manner, using de-escalation strategies where necessary.
· Strong observational and reporting skills to track pupil progress and identify areas for further intervention.
Personal Qualities:
· Empathy, patience, and a nurturing approach when working with children with emotional and learning needs.
· Ability to remain calm and supportive in challenging situations, using emotional intelligence to manage complex behaviour.
· A positive and proactive attitude towards problem-solving and adapting to changing needs within the school setting.


Desirable Criteria:
Qualifications & Experience:
· TA training or other qualifications related to emotional literacy or child development.
· Knowledge of communication systems such as PECS, Makaton, or other tools for children with speech and language difficulties.
· Experience with children who have additional sensory or fine motor difficulties, providing targeted support in these areas.
Skills & Abilities:
· Experience using visual supports and scaffolding techniques to aid understanding and learning.
· Ability to use emotional regulation techniques, including mindfulness, to help children manage their feelings and behaviours.
Personal Qualities:
· Passion for supporting the emotional and social development of children with SEND.
· Commitment to continuous professional development and a reflective approach to improving practice.
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